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APA 
 

SAMPLE CITATIONS AND SOURCE DOCUMENTATION 
American Psychological Association of America      http://www.apastyle.org/ 

 
This guide is based on the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association, 6th ed., by the American Psychological Association, Washington DC, 
2010. The Manual is frequently known as the “APA”. The guide is designed to 
provide a quick resource for citing references. For more detailed information refer 
to this handbook in Reference  (Ref BF76.7.P83 2010). 

 
 
 

Books 
 
Basic Format of Citation 
 

Sample Citation 
 

Single author 
. 

Dagrosa, C. (1994). Life in other times. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

Two authors 
 

Cole, R., & Bobb, J. (1973). The hidden 
injuries of children. New York: Vintage 
Books. 

Three or more authors 
 

Sclafani, D., Ryan, L., & Westbock, K. 
(1996). The encyclopedia of media. New 
York: Facts on File. 

Encyclopedia Lumino, S.M. (1993). Chaucer. In The new 
encyclopaedia  britannica ( Vol. 15, pp. 
745-748). Chicago: Encyclopedia 
Britannica. 

Article within a book 
 

Frank, Z.C. (1999). Supporting ourselves in 
the atmosphere.  In T. W. Smith (Ed.),  
Teaching in a climate of change (pp. 1-6). 
New York: PATPress Inc. 

Electronic Book O’Keefe, E. (n.d.) Egoism & the crisis in 
Western values. Retrieved from 
http://www.onlineoriginals.com/showite
m.asp?itemID=135 
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Newspapers, Magazines or Scholarly Journals 
Print and Electronic Sources 

Printed magazine article Greene, A. (2002, June 19). The man who 
couldn't stop sleeping. The New Yorker, 
93, 70-75. 

Online magazine article Sclafani, W. (1999, August). The girl’s 
new mind. Monitor on Psychology, 
39(6). Retrieved from 
http://www.apa.org/monitor/ 

Printed newspaper article Downs, S. (1998, March 16). Frank Smith 
dies at 63. The New York Times, pp. A1,  
A22-A23. 

Online newspaper article Will, S. (1991, January 22). Curriculum 
draws criticism. The New York Times. 
Retrieved  
from http://www.nytimes.com 

Printed journal article with DOI Bonn,  P. (1966). The lake of seduction. 
Health Psychology, 24, 195-200. 
doi:10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225 

Printed journal article without DOI Light, M.A., & Light, I.H. (2008). The 
geographic expansion of Mexican 
immigration in the United States. Law 
Enforcement Executive Forum Journal, 
8(1), 73-82. 

Online journal article with DOI 
 
 

Early, P. J. (2000). The universality of 
logic and the limits of the mind. Sanity, 
8(1), 235-267. doi: 10.1037/0278-
6133.24.2.225                               

Online journal article without DOI 
 
 

Sillick, T.J. & Schutte, N.S. (2006). 
Emotional intelligence and self-esteem 
mediate between perceived early 
parental love and adult happiness. E-
Journal of Applied Psychology, 2(2), 38-
48. Retrieved from 
http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/ejap 
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Electronic Resources 
 
Web page - Author and date given Willie, N. (1996). Facts about the 

American opossum.  Retrieved from 
http://www.ny opossum.org/facts.htm 

Web page - No author and date given Human nutrition. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
http://www.mylife.com /food.html 

Electronic version of print book 
 

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? 
A study of computer dependency [DX 
Reader version]. Retrieved from 
http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html 
/index.asp  

Electronic-only book 
 

O’Keefe, E. (n.d.). Egoism & the crisis in 
Western values. Retrieved from 
http://www.onlineoriginals.com 

    /showitem.asp?itemID=135    
Entry in an online reference book Graham, G. (2005). Behaviorism. In E. N. 

Zalta (Ed.), The Stanford encyclopedia 
of philosophy  (Fall 2007 ed.). Retrieved 
from http://plato.stanford.edu/entries 

    /behaviorism/ 
Entry in an online reference work, no 
author or editor 

Heuristic. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster’s 
online dictionary (11th ed.). Retrieved 
from http://www.m- w.com 
/dictionary/heuristic 
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Miscellaneous 

 
Book Review 
 

Sabby, S. V. (1991, November 17). 
Learning by text or context? [Review of 
the book The social life of information, 
by J.S. Brown & P. Duguid]. Science, 
290, 1304. 
doi:10.1126/science.290.5495.1304 

Music recording lang, k.d. (2008). Shadow and the frame. 
On Watershed  [CD]. New York, NY: 
Nonesuch Records. 

Government Report U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, National Institutes of Health, 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute. (2003). Managing asthma: A 
guide for schools (NIH Publication No. 
02-2650). Retrieved from 
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/prof 
/lung/asthma/asth_sch.pdf 

 


